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WANNEROO ROAD — DAILY TRAFFIC NUMBERS 

Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [9.38 am]: My grievance is directed to Mr Murray Cowper, MLA, the 
parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Transport, Hon Simon O’Brien, MLC. It is no secret that 
because of the extraordinary growth of the surrounding suburbs, daily vehicle numbers have been increasing 
rapidly on Wanneroo Road in the town of Wanneroo for many years. Wanneroo Road is a four-lane dual 
carriageway but the town site was not originally designed to cater for such a large road. It was built around the 
original Wanneroo Road, which was commenced in 1871, and consisted of jarrah blocks about 15 inches wide 
and eight inches deep. The blocks were then embedded in two rows with sand in between! The construction of 
the road from Wanneroo to Perth city took another 70 years to be finalised. It is a vastly different story today. In 
2004–05, Main Roads Western Australia estimates put the average weekday traffic volume on Wanneroo Road 
at Dundebar Road at 27 710 vehicles, of which approximately 1 662 were heavy vehicles. That number escalated 
to 29 750 in 2005–06 while the current estimate for the 2009–10 average weekday traffic volume is between 
32 000 and 35 000, with up to 2 100 heavy vehicle movements. These statistics show a constant upward trend in 
traffic numbers in the town site on Wanneroo Road. My office is located on the southern boundary of the town 
site on Wanneroo Road, and I can certainly testify that the traffic is ceaseless, no matter what time of day. 

Of particular concern to me is the high number of large trucks currently using Wanneroo Road, and the high 
speeds at which they travel through the town site. Even though the speed limit through the town site is 
signposted at 60 kilometres an hour, I can tell members categorically that many drivers and truckies simply do 
not comply with the speed limit. 

There are primary schools located right in the heart of Wanneroo town site—Wanneroo Primary School and the 
Catholic primary school, St Anthony’s School. There is also a fast food strip right in the centre of Wanneroo 
town site, which is always very busy and certainly compounds the existing traffic problems. In the afternoon, 
many children from Wanneroo Primary and St Anthony’s access buses that stop at the side of Wanneroo Road 
right in the central town site. Students from nearby Wanneroo Senior High School also access buses at this 
location after school. 

I am aware that teachers from St Anthony’s, as part of their duty of care, walk children from the school, across 
Dundebar Road and then over Wanneroo Road to assist their young charges to catch a bus home. Many local 
seniors also find crossing Wanneroo Road very daunting, not least because of the sheer speed of the traffic and 
the impatience of some drivers to be on their way. Although I am aware that traffic speeds are a matter for local 
police to monitor, I believe it is time that we looked at bringing forward the time line as a matter of urgency to 
extend Tonkin Highway to act as a bypass road around Wanneroo. 

The Wanneroo area continues to expand. In November 2009 the draft “East Wanneroo Structure Plan” for the 
future of the currently rural east Wanneroo area was released. When the planning process is completed and the 
plan implemented, as subdivisions are approved and homes are built, there will be more development and more 
people living in the area. One of the ideas put forward for consideration in the structure plan is the provision of a 
north–south primary regional road, which would link Tonkin Highway, Old Yanchep Road and Flynn Drive. 

The traffic assessment carried out by ARRB Group as part of the draft plan indicates that traffic volumes would 
be sufficiently high to justify an interchange at the intersection with Gnangara Road. The provision of this road 
would immediately and drastically reduce the number of vehicle movements, particularly of heavy vehicles, 
through Wanneroo town site. Not only would traffic and pedestrian safety be greatly improved, but also local 
residents living on Wanneroo Road might actually be able to hear themselves think! The noise levels from this 
road are extremely high and a constant irritation—a bit like the vuvuzela horns we hear overnight during the 
South African World Cup matches! 

Construction of the primary regional road would also benefit pedestrians using Joondalup Drive through 
Carramar, Tapping and Banksia Grove, which currently is a real black spot, especially for Banksia Grove 
children who cross the road daily on their way to and from school. The approximate number of preschool and 
school-aged children living in these three suburbs is somewhere between 2 500 and 4 000. We owe them a high 
duty of care for their safety on these busy roads where trucks come thundering by constantly. I believe the sheer 
volume of traffic currently using Wanneroo Road to access suburbs further north is already far too high, and the 
problem needs to be urgently addressed. 

Let us not forget those poor southbound commuters. Take a drive north on Wanneroo Road from the city on any 
weekday morning, and members will see the traffic jams extending south on Wanneroo Road from Carramar to 
Tuart Hill. Commuters from the northern dormitory suburbs, many from my electorate of Wanneroo, would no 
doubt welcome a new primary regional road linking Tonkin Highway to enable them to get to work and home 
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again more quickly. This would also have the effect of reducing traffic on Wanneroo Road for many other 
commuters. 

I call upon the minister to plan for a major road east of Wanneroo, with a time line that will meet current 
demands—not in 15 years. I also ask the minister to undertake any other measure to reduce the number of 
vehicles, particularly heavy vehicles, currently travelling through Wanneroo town site. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.45 am]: First of all, I thank the 
member for his diligence in raising an issue that is of concern to his electorate. I take note of his comments about 
taking a drive on Wanneroo Road. I can assure the member that not two hours ago I was driving on Wanneroo 
Road in the Wangara area near Ocean Reef Road, and I noted there were strong traffic flows through there. They 
seemed to be moving quite well, but the member is right: a number of trucks were apparent. I am therefore 
acutely aware now of the traffic there. It is not an area that I am terribly familiar with, given that I come from the 
southern regions of the state. However, having been there as recently as this morning, I understand the member’s 
concerns. 

The member for Wanneroo is correct when he says that Wanneroo town site and surrounding areas have seen a 
significant increase in traffic volume on Wanneroo Road in recent years. The section of Wanneroo Road through 
this area is generally a high standard, four-lane dual carriageway construction. Recent improvements to 
Wanneroo Road include a three-kilometre section south of Joondalup Drive at a cost in the vicinity of 
$18 million. This work was completed in April this year and has significantly improved the traffic flow, reduced 
congestion and enhanced safety on what was previously a two-lane, single-carriageway road. That is a 
contribution that I understand needs to be continued, given the significant growth in that area. 

In reply to the comments about the speed of vehicles, particularly heavy vehicles through the town site, aspects 
of planning can be implemented by Main Roads to mitigate the speed of trucks. However, Main Roads, in 
partnership with the police, is required to keep an eye on the movement of traffic through there to see what can 
be done. Therefore Main Roads, in conjunction with the police, will be keeping a continual surveillance on that 
area to ensure greater compliance by drivers. 

In relation to the comment on heavy vehicles, Wanneroo Road carries more than 32 000 vehicles, as the member 
rightly pointed out. On an average weekday it is one of the busiest routes to access the northern suburbs. Traffic 
count data indicates that some six per cent of these are heavy vehicles, many of which cart materials to new 
urban developments in suburbs such as Tapping and Carramar. Six per cent of 32 000 is 1 662 vehicles a day 
thundering along Wanneroo Road, as the member rightly pointed out. Again the member’s concerns included 
that Main Roads heavy vehicle inspectors monitor truck movements through Wanneroo to ensure that truck 
drivers are doing the right thing and limiting their impact on the local road community as far as possible. The 
point that was made about the number of heavy earthmoving vehicles travelling through Wanneroo is a relevant 
one, given that there is a lot of building going on. Although I acknowledge that we need to plan for the future in 
providing additional routes north and south, we are probably also suffering the symptoms of a rapidly growing 
area, as trucks have to move a fair bit of material, obviously, for house pads and other construction in the area. 

In relation to planning, Perth’s north–west corridor is one of the fastest growing areas in Western Australia, with 
planned residential, industrial and commercial developments such as St Andrews, Alkimos, Eglinton, the 
Neerabup industrial estate and east Wanneroo. A number of major north–south transport routes are available, and 
existing roads such as Mitchell Freeway, Marmion Avenue, Wanneroo Road and Alexander Drive already 
experience significant congestion during peak times. As the member indicated, the Department of Planning 
recently completed a “North West Corridor Structure Plan Review — Strategic Assessment of Regional 
Transport Requirements”, which examined the adequacy of the existing and planned regional transport networks. 
The study recommended the provision of a new north–south primary regional road east of Wanneroo, between 
Gnangara Road, Alexander Drive and Flynn Drive, to meet the transport needs of the future. The proposed 
divided, control-of-access road with up to six lanes would be designed as a freight route. The report recommends 
a specific truck route to take a lot of the trucks, which the member mentioned, off Wanneroo Road.  

Agencies such as Main Roads Western Australia provided input into the Department of Planning’s study. It is 
understood that at its 9 June 2010 meeting, the Western Australian Planning Commission’s infrastructure 
coordinating committee endorsed a number of key findings. It endorsed the study that supports the new road and 
the preparation of a transport infrastructure development strategy for the north west corridor. It noted that the 
Department of Planning is currently undertaking a limited study to determine a preliminary corridor for the new 
north–south regional road east of Wanneroo Road as part of the east Wanneroo structure plan. It agreed that 
further substantial work, including stakeholder consultation and environmental assessments, is required to 
finalise the alignment and reservation of the proposed new north–south regional road and initiate a metropolitan 
region scheme amendment to protect the reservation. It also endorsed the requirement to prepare a transport 
infrastructure development strategy for the north west corridor, including cost implications associated with that.  
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The member for Wanneroo’s concern for the safety and amenity of the community he represents is appreciated 
by the government. I can assure the member that the Minister for Planning and the Minister for Transport and 
their respective agencies will be working to address the transport issues he has raised so diligently today.  
 


